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autihors of the forceps; Edmunrd Chaprman, who first
taught the uise of that instrtument; Sir Fielding

ulid, who laid the foundation of our knowledlge of
the mechanism of labour; Giffard; Smellie; William
Hunter; Denmnan; Macaulay, the first to practise the
incltietion of labour; Perfect; and thc first 1iffihy,
who, as at country practitioner, miiade those observa-
tions and dr-ew tliose classical descriptions of uterine
hmnmor-rhage wvhiclh are still reverencedl for thiieir truth-
flness an-.l sagacity-. The President then exlpressed

his belief that physicians and statesinen aibroadA would
1e imeilled to re-examiine the gre-t question of the
expe(liency of talking parturient women away fromii
their homies. The provisions for the study of uterille
.;athology in our Englislh schools wvere thieen discussed.
Recently a, new departmilen-'t-lhad been instituted in
our eduieational hospitals for this purpose. Buit the
position and duties of the " obstetric physician" re-
mained still undefined. The President submitted thbe
following prop(sition:-- The wvork of the obstetric
physiian eml.braces the treatment of the diseases of
the femiiale generative orgalns, including the disor-ders
and lesions, genleral anad local, which result from
pregnancy and parturition." Of course, in foundingx
a new special department, something- must be takenl
both from the physician and the surgeon. If the ob-
stetric physician were to enjoy any statuis at all, it
could onlyT be on this condition. The difficulty in ad-
justing relations arose chiefly on the surgical side,
problaubly because it seemed an anomaly for a malan
bearin(g the title of a physician to be mneddlingr with
surgery. But in point of iact the obstetric l)pacti-
tioner was necessarilv a compouni(d of the physician
and the surgeon; his surgical character was implied
in the word " obstetric." Custonm which imposed
upon him the general title of physician could not
alter the nature of his functions. Just as the study
and treatmelnt of the diseases and lesions of the
generative organs had been neglected until taken up
by obstetric pratitioners, so they would be again if
abandoned by us. It was to obviate this neglect, to
encourage the study, that the new appointment was
made. To make the office and to cut off the very
material for study was inconsistent. As an illustra-
tion, t'here was the nmodern appointmnent of an oph-
thalmic surgeon to our hospitals. It was given to
surcreons; but they treated a,ll diseases of tlhe eye,
eveni including those of constitlltional natuire, which
physicialn.s had always treated. If the surgeon sai(l,
"The obstetric physician must give up all opera-
tions," the physician might as reasonably say, " The
obstetric plhysician must give us all that requiires
miedical treatmnent"-for exam-ple, puerperal fever,
which is not more a consequenice of labour than is a
slough of the vagina resulting in cicatrical atresia or
vesico-vagrinal fistula. This reasoning would silmiply
lead to the annihilation of the obstetric practitioner,
and is a manifest reductio ad, absurdumn. The Presi-
dent then called upon the Fellows to imitate the ex-
ample of the Royal College of Physicians and the
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, by opening a
corporate album for the preservation of photographs
of their Fellows.

POPULATION OF SCOTLAND. According to the tenth
report of the Registrar Genieral of Scotland, just is-
sued, the population of that kingdom, est-imated to
the middle of July, 1864, was 3,11S,701. The births
were 12-,445, being in the ratio of 3 60 per cenit. to
the popuilation, and among themni 11,069 or 9'8 per
cent., were illegitimate. The deaths were 74,301,
and the marriages 22,675. These numbers are re-
spectivelv in the ratio of 2-35 and 0 72 per cent. to
the poplw?ation.

DR. RICHARDSON'S SUGGESTION FOP. THE
TREAT`MS4ENT OF OVARIAN TUMHOURS.

LETTER FROMi T. SPENCERm WELLS, ESQ.
Sir-Anv suo-estion from Dr. Richardson is so

certain to be received with attention, and so lilkely
to be carridcl into practice on the mnere support of his
authority, thiat, I think it right to poinit out r.ithout
delay how very great nmust be the danger, if his
"Suggestion for the Treatment of Ovariani Tumnours.
by Compression, and Obliteration of the Tullour at
its Base or Pedicle", published at page 221 of your
last nu.mber, slhould lead any one to treat an ovarian
tumLiilour in the manner w-hich he has suggested. In-
deecd, I hardly think it possible that a matient could
survive such compression of the pedicle as he pro-
poses; for the necessary result of studdenly cutting
off tlhe suipply of blood to the tumz1our, would be (leatlh
of the tumiiotur, or gangrene, just as certainly as the
twistillg of ti pedicie whliclh occasionally occurs
(luring the nallural progress of oovarian tumours is
followedl, in the -reat manjority of cases, according to
its compldeteness or suddenness, by simple venous
congrestion of the tumour, rupture of its vressels and
hTienorrha-e (somnetimes enoug-h to cause suLdden
death), degeneration of the extravasated blood, in-
fla-mmation of the coats of the cysts, and fatal peri-
tonitis.

It is quite trute that, in some rare instances where
the pedicle is very long, t,he spiral manner in wlich
the Fallopian tube is wouind rorund the blood-vessels
of the pedicle proves that twisting may take place
withouit any grreat compression of the vessels; and
that, in somlie even rarer cases, a more complete blut
gradual twisting and comnpression has led to just
tha,t atrophy or shrinking of t;he cyst which Dr.
Richardson thinks migiiht possiblzy he attained by a
ligatuire or by acupressure-thle ovary being found
converted either inlto a harmiless solidl body; or
inlto a, calcified capsule; or into a cartilagfinious
or bony foreign body, -fixed in any part of
the abdomina.l or pelvic cavity by adhesions
or false miembranes. In some cases-as in my 110th
case of ovariotomy, recorded in the first volume of
mny worck on Diseases of the Ovaries-the pedicle may
be entirely severed fromii its connection with thle
uterus, and yet the tumour miiay not die; but may
receive a sufficient supply of blood for its rapid grow-th
froul the omental or mesenteric vessels.

Buit this must be a very slow process; and I feel
convinced that any sudden and complete comapression
of the pedicle of arn ovarian tumouir by such a surgi-
cal operation as is suggested by Dr. Richardson,
would, in the vast majority of cases, be followed by
the same fatal consequences as follow the sudden and
complete twisting of the pedicle of an ovarian- tu-
mour by any such rotation as is occasionally observed
to be one of the imodes by which these tum-iours prove
sulddenly fatal. I am, etc.,

T. SPENCER WELLS.
3, Upper Grosvenior Street, MTarc1h 6th, 1865.

TREATMENT OF OVARIAN TUMOURS.
LETTER FROM B. W. RICHARDSON, M.A., M.D.
SiR,-By a note which I have received from my

friend Dr. Tanner, I find that mny sug0restion for
lig,ature of the pedicle of ovarian tiimiours is not
purely original, but has been suggested by himu for
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cases in whichi the tuImiour is adherent. The follow-
in- is the proposcl umethod of Dr. Tanner, froi
Driuitt's Sio-geon's V'ade iecam (Sth edit., p. 499.)

"There is another operation of fair promise, wh-ich
has been proposed by Dr. Tanner, for cases in whicl
the presence of extensive adhesions rendlers it impos-
sible to remnove the cyst. This consists in tying
tightly the pedicle of the tumiour after the fluid has
been removed by tapping. Thus it may be hoped,
that whilst the supply of blood furnished to the cyst
by its adhesions will be sufflcient to prevent gan-
grene, the obstruction oi the miiain arterial channel
might preveilt the fluid fromii being secreted anew."

I hasten at once to give full credit to Dr. Tanner
for his originality. At the same time, I do not think,
as he does, that extensive adhesions are necessary
for thle operation to be successfuLl. If there were
such vascular connexionL between the sac and the
surrounding tissues as woulld Lkeep up the nutrition,
the blood-supply by adhesion would soon increase,
and the sac would in timie secrete fluid as freely as
though the pedicle were not tied. My view regard-
in- the operation is quite different from Dr. Tanner's,
although the operation of compressing the base of
the tumour is the same. I conceive that, if the tu-
inour were tied anid emptied, especially if it were
tiedl without exposure to air, the cvst w-ould shrinl,
and would not becomne gangrenous. I have known a
farrier produce, b, a very rude operation, shrinking
and destruction of tle testicle in animiials, by cons-
pression of the vessels, without the occurrence of
gangrene; and I infer, therefore, that the ovarian'cyst
could be destroyed in a simlilar way. To prevent the
hazard of gangrene, it might be advisable, however,
after enmptying the cyst, to inject inlto it tincture c,f
iodine. In the presence of iodine, albsorption woulcd
be greatly quickened, anld decomposition prevented.

I am, etc., B. W. RICIHARDSON.
12, Hinde Street, WV., 'March Lh, 1-4;5.

THE SOCIETE MIE3DICO-PSYCHOLOGIQUE OF
PARIS AND THE TOWNiEY CASE.
LETTER FPROX C. L. LOBERTSON, M.D.

SIR,-May I be allowed to write one line lmore on1
the Townley case? I am aimost ashamed to recur to
the subject; yet I think the point to which I am
about to refer shotuld )be set ri-ht.
Of the merciful verdict of the jury, you well

Tenark in onie of your leadters last week, that "if any
of these men of science who considered Townley a
lunatic mBurderer can find a comfortable confirmation
of their opiliion in his self-mnuirder, no one need wish
-to deprive themn of such conasolation"; nor have I any
wish to rob Dr. Forbes AWinslow of your suggested
consolation under his recent discolmfiture. His ini-
discreet friends in the Lomcet oblige me, however, to
say, that the paragraph quoted there last week fromi
the Gazette des HILpitaux* gives quite a false impres-
sioln of the action of the Socie6te Medico-Psycholo-
gique in the matter. So far it is true, that certain
melmlbers of the Society got a Committee appointed
to consider and repolrt on the Townley case. Wiser

* "TIE TOWVELEY CASE. After alludiing to the commission that
was appointed by the Socikt6 M6lddico-l'sycljologique de Paris to
investi-ate inito the alleged insanity of George Victor Townley, the
Gazette des H6pitaux says--' Cette savante compagnie avait charge
M1M1. Jdtles Falret, lirierre de 13oisrnotit, et Legramid du Saulle,
d'exaininier aivee un grand soiui cette importante affaire, qui pas.
sionait au plus lhaut degr-6 la presse aDglaise. La mission de lios
confreres se tiouve terinine: G. Townuley vienit de se suicider
datns sa prisoln seus l'iitJIuence de s,s folic,' dit le Ti7nes. Ce d6noue.
menit donnaie conipl6tentent raison 'a l'opinioni medico-legale que M
le l)oeteur F'orbes Winslow avait soutenue devant le jury."' (Lancet,
Marclil4h)

counsels, however, prevailed, and the Townley Committee
made no report. Since Townley's suicide, another
strenuous effort has been made from3 London to revive
the action of this Columittee. Again, a sense of the
unseemliness of thus sitting in judgment on the
diagnosis of mien like Drs. Bucknill, Hood, Meyer,
and llitchmuan, without even the means of examining
the patient, has prevailed; ancl I hbave reason to know
that the subject will not be brought at all before the So-
cijtW, M!zdico-Psychologique.

Further, in the paragraph quoted in the Lancet
from the Gazette des iiJpitaux, the first sentence is
omritted. I subjoin it.

"I1 y a quelques lmlois, la Gazette des Il6pitaux a
annonce que la Societe Medico-Psychologique de Paris
arait Jtj cons'altee au sntjet doe V'tat mental dlu gentle-
mnan G. Townrey, condamn6 't mort pour avoir assas-
sine sa fianc6e, et 'a l'execution du quel il avait 6te
sursis. Cette savante compag-nie", etc.
Who, I should like to knlow, consulted the Societ6

M1dico-Psychologique ? The act looks to me very
like an unsuccessful atteimipt to entrap the French
Psychological Society into an approval of a diagnosis
condemned alike by the general and medical press of
England-the Lancet excepted. Be that as it may, I
ami thankful to know that t,his distinguished Society
has not suffered itself thus to be misled.

I am, etc., C. L. ROBERTSON, M.D.,
llteubre-associe Etranger de la Socidlot lecdico-Psycho-

logique.
Hayward's Heath, M archl 7th, 1865.

POOR-LAW M:EDICAL REFORM1.
LETTER FROM RICHARD GRIFFIN, ESQ.

SiE,-I shall feel obliged by your giving insertion
to the accompanving letter, in order that the Poor-
law medical officers may know that I am not un-
mindful of their interest. During the last three
months, I have been in correspondence with mem-
bers of Parliament; buLt, in the face of a general
election, there is evidlently an indisposition to bring
in a Bill for medical relief. One M.P. writes: " I
shall see Mr. Villiers on the subject of your bills, and
see what support we may expect from that quarter";
and, in a postscript, adds: " I feel talt it would be
next to useless to atteVipt the passing of a bill or
bills unless the Governmiient would give some support.
Unfortunately, the profession is so disunited that all
Governmients can take advantage of us in our indi-
vidual exertions-lnot so the law." From this gen-
tleman I have not heard since January 31st, the date
of the above letter, although I have addlessed three
letters to hin. I amii, etc.,

RICHArD GRIFFIN.
12, Royal Terrace, Wevxnoutlh, March 7rlh, 1663.

12, Royal 1'errace, Weyrmoutb, Mlarch Gth. 1(;5.
"My Lords and Gentlemen,-On the 2nd of Sept.,

1864, I had the honour to receive a letter from you,
in which you say: 'The Poor-law Board begf to
inform you that the subject to which you refer has
been under their consideration; but that they have
not yet come to a decision as to the measures which
it may be desirable to recommend the guardians of
the different unions to take, with reference to the re-
solution of the Select Comlmittee on Poor Relief as
regards the supply of expensive medicines. The
question, however, will receive the attention of the
Board forthwith.'
" It is now just twelve months (March 11th, 1864)

since the Select Committee on Poor Relief recomll-
mended 'that in future cod-liver oil, quinine, and
other expensive medicines, shall be provided at the
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